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Editorial
Orthogonal polynomials, special functions, and
applications
An international conference on Orthogonal Polynomials, Special Functions and Applications
was held at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven in Belgium during the week of 20–25 July
2009. This was already the tenth conference of a series of European conferences, with previ-
ous editions in France (Bar-le-Duc 1984, Evian-les-Bains 1992, Luminy 2007), Spain (Segovia
1996), Italy (Erice 1990, Rome 2001), The Netherlands (Delft 1994), Greece (Patras 1999), Den-
mark (Copenhagen 2003) and Germany (Munich 2005). See http://wis.kuleuven.be/OPSFA for
more information on this series of conferences and for information about the next conference in
Legane´s (Madrid), Spain, August 29 to September 2, 2011. Other conferences of a similar nature
were held as a NATO Advanced Study Institute in Columbus, Ohio (1989) and Tempe, Arizona
(2000). There were 151 participants from 30 countries for this edition: Spain, with 28 people,
had the largest number of participants, followed by the host country Belgium (23 participants)
and the United States (19 participants).
The program included 13 plenary speakers and 12 parallel sessions with about 80 communi-
cations. This special issue contains papers that were presented at the conference and which are
within the scope of approximation theory; they were all handled and refereed according to JAT’s
strict standards. One particularly interesting paper is by Franz Peherstorfer. Little did we realize
that it was Franz’ last participation at an international conference. A special issue dedicated to
the memory of Franz Peherstorfer appears elsewhere in this Journal.
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